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THE 
' CURATE and COBLER. | 
Scene the Cobler's Shop. 


. CuRarTE. | 
AJ Friend Thomas, I have not ſeen you a long 
Time: I hope I fee you well now? | 
Cos. Pretty hoddy, Maſter, 1 thank you. Why 
I thought you was out of Order, or elſe out of 
Town, Sir, not having ſeen you a long Time. 

_ Cur. Why, Thomas, I think we ſhould not meet 
often: For, I aſſure you, neither Town nor Coun- 
try are ſcarce cool yet of what we talk*d about when 
laſt together. 5 | 

Cos. Why, ſo I have been told, Sir. I dad! I 
wonder at it : For my own Part I little thought ſuch 
Notice would have been taken of what paſs'd be- 
tween a Curate and a Cobler. 3 

Cuk. But you find, Thomas, it is made the ſub- 
ject of publick Converſation. Pray had you any one 
in your Houſe when we talk' d laſt about the Election 

Buſineſfs? 5 


OE Cos. 


1 


Con. Not a Soul, Sir, but my Wife, and ſhe's as 


dunny, poor old Soul, as that Joint-Stool there. 


Cur. Have not you ſeen the Pamphlet Printed a- 


bout you and me, Thomas? 
Cos. Yes, Sir, and I began to ſuſpect yeu had 
don't to ſhew what Fun you had made with a Cob- 


ler : However, I can't fay, Sir, but the Man did us 


both Juſtice, whoever *twas ; did not he, Sir? 
Cv. I don't know what you call Juſtice, Tho- 
mas : I think it very ſaucy to print private Conver- 


- fation as he has done, let him be who he will. 
Cos. I dad! Maſter, it has done me no hurt; I 


fancy I ſhall get Buſineſs by it: If you'll believe me 
I 01 had, I'll warrant you, an hundred Gownſmen 
here to know who the Carte was: But as 1 am pret- 
ty good at ſmelling a Rat, I never once diſcovered 
you, Sir. | 
Cus. But pray how came you by the pamphlet! ? 
Cos. Why, Sir, I'II tell you. One Wag, 


2 + 


ir? 


Cox. I wiſh 1bad, Sir! I'd have made him pay 
for his Frolick. Mr. the Mercer was going 


by, and ſeeing the Affair, ſo, Tom, ſays he, your 


Preſents come in apace: Aye, Sir, ſaid I, do you 
know who that ill-bred Chap is ? I don't know his 
Name, but he belongs to U College, and ad- 
vis'd me to go to the Head of the College and com- 
plain of his Uſage but I ſaid let him alone, he's 
ſome rakith Fellow or other, whoſe Friends, I ſup- 
poſe, have ſpent what they had, and now he is ſeat 
| hither to fignalize himſclf, if it is but by his Rakery, 

1 


-_ 


le © Book in my Face. RES is he, 


151 


in Hopes ſome Man of Fortune, of that Turn of 
Mind, may get him a Living. 

Cox. So, I homas, and what ſaid the Mercer to 
this ? of 
Cop. Oh, Tom, ſaid he. you "PoE hit the Nail on 
the Head: But his Buſineſs is done already. If he 
can't get a Serjeant of Grenadiers, or a Quarter-Maſter, 


or ſome ſuch Thing ; he's to go into Orders, and an 


old luſhious Lady in this County is to make him her 


Cbaplain. He's to live in the Houſe with her, and 


all the Prayers ſhe deſires of him, is to ſup her up 
now and then with a merry Story or ſo, and to refreſs 
her a little in her old Age. 

Cu. So, Thomas, you Coblers have generally 


more News than other People, I think. 


. Cos. Why, Maſter, a Cobler's Stall and a Far- 


rier's — are moſt an End the lounging Places for 
idle Peop 


e to chat at: And ſo we never want News 
if any be ſtirring. 
Con. And thus you came by the Pamphlet? I 


wiſh I had not ſhew'd my Civility ſo much, Thomas, 
to you, when I came to aſk you to Dinner. 


Cos. Oh! cry merey: Now you talk of Dinner, 


Sir, — Did you dine that Day at the Split- Crow? 


Cu. No, Thomas, I did not indeed. You gave 
me a very bad Account of the Houſe, and I heat a 
bad Story ſince concerning à Portmanteau Affair, and 
one Thing more you mention'd, which quite took off 
the Edge of my Appetite :- So I went to my Cham- 


ber, ruminated a little on what had paſs'd; and 


really between you and me, almaſt reſolv'd to have 
nothing more to do with the plaguy Election. 

Coz. Aye, Maſter, I wiſh you had been a little 
wiſer, and. reſolved quite : For tho' we differ a little 
in our Politicks, I have really a very great Love tor 


. FOO Sir. 


Cu. 
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. Well! but, Thomas, what would you have 


me do? I am ſo deeply engag d in this confounded 
Election, that I can't quit it with any Decency. You 


know I have bought a little Eſtate in one Part of the 


Town, purely to oblige the New Intereſt ; I borrow- 


ed the Money to make the Purchaſe, and if I can't 
make ſomething of it, I ſhall never be able to diſ- 
charge my Debt, and then, I ſuppoſe, ſlap! comes 
a Sequeſtration on my Fellowſhip, and away flies all 
Jam in a ſtrange Condi- 
tion, vex'd at my Heart, and yet I can't poſſibly 


my Intereſt in College. 


retreat — without hurting myſelf ! 


Cos. Ods-blues, Sir ! don't ſtick fo confounded 


cloſe to your Text. Tis better repenting late than 


never: When a Man is once ſenſible of his Error, 
if he has but a grain of common Senſe, he'll know 


tis downright Folly to perſiſt in it. 
Cur. What you ſay is undoubtedly true, Thomas; 
but you don't know the Difficulties of my Caſe : — 


I am engag'd, you muſt obſerve, over Boots and Shoes 
for the New Intereſt; how I came to be ſuch a hot- 
| headed Fool, I can ſcarce tell you; I have promis'd 


I. M however to purchaſe 3. a Year (and 


accordingly have done it) and have contriv*d to di- 


vide it into three ſeparate forty Shillings a Year. — 


With a little Palmiſtry, and ſome other prudent 
Means, I have prevail'd with two Fellows, who were 
never worth a Groat, to become Freeholders juſt for 


the preſent purpoſe, purely to ſerve the Turn: And ! 


have been careful enough to tye them down by a Bond 
of Reſignation on Demand to relinquiſh again to me as 
| ſoon as the Poll is cloſed : And the Bond I'm ſure is 


holding; for Counſeller Crotchethead drew it for me, 
and you know he's as ſtaunch as a Hound with us. 
Cos. Oh cry Mercy! is this your Caſe, Sir? 


Difficulties indeed! I ſuppoſe you went on the old 


Max im—Netbing venture, nothing have. And I think 


. You 


+ | 
you can't fail of getting ſomething ; but I wiſh your 
Advancement don't end in your Diſgrace.—Pray, Sir, 
did you' never hear the Reply of my Lord Chief 


Juſtice Somebody, (I'm the worſt in England I believe 
at Names) to a Brother of his in the Law, who, tho 


a perfect Blunderbuſs in his Profeſſion, had a Pro- 
miſe however (and the Place fell too) from the 


Crown? 


Cur. What was it pray, Thomas? 
Coz. Why, Sir, when he aſk'd this Lord Chief 
Juſtice Somebody, whether he would adviſe him to take 
the Offer, aye, ſays he, by all Means, but remember 


one Thing, that the higher a Monkey Climbs on his 
Pole, the more he expoſes his Buttocks to View. 


_ Cus.' Hah! You're witty, Thomas; but pray 
y f 


what has this to do with my Caſe ? 


Cos. Tl tell you then; for I find you are not of 
the quickeſt Apprehenſion : The Caſe indeed is not 
exactly the ſame, becauſe the old Lawyer would only 
have been laugh'd at as a Fool; but if à Man ſhould 


juſtly be promoted to a Pillory, and leave his Ears 


behind him, every one paſſing by would, be apt to 
ſhake their Heads, and ſay, Thoſe Ears are the 
wages of Roguery : And the Lord forbid That to be 
ever your Caſe Maſter : I had rather, I aſſure you, 
ſee you with Ears on your Head as long as aa Aſs, 


than hear the Waggs of this Place ſalute you in the 
Streets with, Your Servant Mr. Cropears. 28 


Cur. There can be no danger of this in my Caſe, 
Thomas. You don't imagine but the Gentlemen, 
whoſe Intereſt I eſpouſe, have ſo much Intereſt them- 
ſelves at Ct as to prevent any ſuch Penalty for my 
Service to them? What I do is purely to ſerve a 
particular Cauſe, You know, and if it be neceſſary 
(in Order to carry the point). to make uſe of a little 


Sophiftry or ſo, why you may depend upon it, Re- 


Ward, 


[ ; 5 
ward, * than Puniſhment, will attend. me.— 


What ſay you to that Hit, Thomas? - 
Cos. *Tis hard Truſting Courtiers, Maſter. * 0 bes 


member once in my Life Time; I was ſmoaking a 
Pipe at the Plough in the Corn- Market with old Harris 


the noted Highwayman, who robb'd on the black 
Mare, and talking over ſome of his former Pranks, 
He aſſured me that he was never in ſo much Danger, 


as when he had the honour of a noble Perſonage at 
C—t, to uſe her beſt Intereſt to ſave him whenever 


he ſhould be taken and condemn'd.—T'}l-relate the 


whole Affair to you, Sir,—My Friend Harris was a 


very ſenſible Fellow, and, having been tir'd with the 
frolick of Robbing, was contriving a Method how 
to leave the Road, and be ſecure from Hanging for 
what was paſt :—Accordingly one Day he robb'd the 
old Dutcheſs of Marlborough of avaſt Treaſure of 
b # and Money, and guefling rightly at old Sarah's 


love for Mammon, made this propoſal to her: Ma- 


dam, I know you have a great Intereſt with my 
Sovereign the Queen; give me Your honour to uſe 


your utmoſt Endeavour to fave me if taken, and all 
this Treaſure is your own again.— The bargain was 


ſtruck in a trice between the Dutcheſs and Highway- 


man,—But mark what follows. Poor Harris was 


afterwards condemn'd for what he never did, and 
had the Pleaſure of being within a few Hours of 
Hanging before her Grace apply'd for his Pardon. 


Cv, I think I take the hint, Thomas. But ſup- 
poſe it ſhould be already determin'd in my favour 


that a J—ge ſhould be provided for me, who would 
Sum up the Evidence in ſuch a Manner in my behalf, 
that, let the Proof be ever ſo ſtrong againſt me, I 
need not be afraid; ſuppoſe I ſhould now have the 
Honour of a K—g' $ C—ncil for it, that he will take 


Care ſo to puzzle the Cauſe that no Jury ſhall find me 
guilty right « or "ours z and moreover that I ſhould | 


have 
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hawk a Jury pick'd for me of New Intereſt F- er. 
who were all as guilry as myſelf. — What ſay you 
now, Thomas? 


Cos. Why then I ſay you'll have a corrupted 


Vn for a Je, a Raſcal for your C—ncil, and an 
arrant pack of Sc—rels for your J—y. 


Cvx. Come don't be ſevere ; you know if I buy a 


bad Horſe, I muſt fell him as well as I can: but now 
you have told me your Sentiments about others, 


pray take the Freedom to tell me what your real 
Opinion would be of ME, in this Caſe ? 


Cos. Of you! why that if you was not a Curate 


you'd deſerve the Gallows, and as you are, you'd 


deſerve the Devil and all. 

Cu. Well but, Thomas, whe need I care one 
Farthing what Others do for me: The J—dge, you 
know is paid by the Government, and the Enel 


52 to be a J—dge: Let them look to themſelves, 


<4 You New Intereſt We are heavenly Di- 


vines truly! There's no other Puniſhment for Per- 
jury or Theft, you Fancy, but from the Laws of the 


Land. If this be your Doctrine, what a hopeful Neſt 


of Birds our Pariſhioners muſt be? 


Cur. I don't poſitively affirm Thar, Thomas : 


You was arguing (if I underſtood you right) about 


Temporal Puniſhments. 
Cos. I was Arguing about both, Sir, for 1 ſaid 


if you was not a Curate, then you'd deſerve to be 
Hang'd, That I call the Temporal Puniſhment, and 


as you are a Curate, you'd deferve to be dd: 


Now you may make the Application. 


Cur. Why, I ſuppoſe; you infer that there is 


ſome other Puniſhment for Offences of this Kind be- 
ſides Temporal. 1 


Cos. No You! re juſt right, Sir, 
| * w Cur. 
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Cu. But I don't conceive I deferve either. 


Cos. Give me leave to jogg your Memory a little, 


Sir. Vou own that you have bought an Eſtate purely 
to qualify yourſelf and two others, to Vote at the 
next Election for 2 of the Shire; and you ſay, 


you have ty'd them down by a Bond (which your 
Friend Counceller Crotchethead drew for you) to 
reſign the Eſtates to you again as ſoon as the Poll 


is cloſed: And you can't conceive all this to be 


Criminal. Oh Lord help your Conception, Maſter ! 


Cu. I thank you for your Prayers, Thomas; but 


how does it appear to be 


Cos. Come, Sir, Ill put the Thing upon a fair 


| Footing with you: let's have no Quibbling ; for you 


know I'm your Maſter at an Argument ſometimes. Þ ll. 


ſuppoſe that the Election was over, and that you and 
your two Mirmidons had Voted ; then, I ſay, They 


would delerve a Pillory, and you a Penalty of 500 l. 
J am ſatisfied you intend to Vote, as you told me you 


was over Boots and Shoes in the Election. vil 
Cu. I muſt Vote and ſo muſt my Fellows if I 


can keep them to it. Now ſhew me your Authority 
for theſe mighty Penalties attending our Voting. 


Cos. Why, Sir, in the 1ft Place, I'Il recite Part 


of the Freeholder's Oath to you, and ſome Cautions 


relating to it beſides :—** You ſhall Swear that you 
are a Freeholder in the County of Oxford, and 
* that you have a Freehold Eſtate of the clear yearly 


Value of 408. over and above all Rents and 


Charges payable out of, or in reſpect of the ſame; 


and that ſuch Freehold Eſtate has not been granted 
or made to you Fraudulently on purpoſe to quality 
you to give your Vote, &c.”—Firſt of all mind 
that, Maſter. There is a Puke for your two Voters 
foul Stomachs: I'm ſure they muſt mount the Ro- 
ſtrum there by the Croſs Inn.— Well now for a little 


more of it. I— 


e do Swear that I have not received 
£e 5x 
| «© or 


F 
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or had by myſelf, or any Perſon whatſoever in 


« Truſt for me, or for my Uſe and Benefit directly 
or indirectly, any Sum of Money, Office, Place 


« or Employment, Gift or Reward, or any Promiſe 


e or Security, for any Money, Office, Employment 
ce or Gift, in order to give my Vote at this Elec- 
« tion.” — Now, Sir, mind me. If any Perſon 
taking the Oath above, ſhall be found guilty of 
« willful and corrupt Perjury, and be thereof Con- 
« victed by due Courſe of Law, he incurs at Com- 


„mon Law, Fine, Impriſonment, Pillory, and to 


«© bediſabled from being a Witneſs. By 5 Eliz. Chap. 
« 9. To forfeit 20 l. and if not worth it, to be ſer 
ce inthe Pillory, and have his Ears Nailed. And by 


2 Geo. 2. Chap. 25. beſides the Puniſhment before 
„Inflicted, the * may order the Convict to the 
_ «© Houſe of Correction for 7 Years, or may Tranſ- 
port him for 7 Years, and if to be Tranſported, 
© to be Tranſported as a Felon; and if he breaks 
<« Priſon, or returns before his Time, being con- 


« victed thereof, to ſuffer Death as a Felon without 


benefit of Clergy: And this laſt Act is made 
c Le e by 9 Geo. 2. Chap. 18.——Now for a 
little 


Spoon-meat for your Breakfaſt, Sir. — Any 
« Perſon taking Money or Reward for his Vote, or 
eto refuſe or forbear giving his Vote, or by any 
„ Gift or Reward, corrupting or procuring any 


«* Perſon to give his Vote, or to forbear to give his 


4 Vote, forfeits 500 I. and is diſabled to Vote him- 
« ſelf in any Election, ) or to enjoy any Office, &c.” 
Cv. Now, Thomas, you have done your Law 


Sermon, how do you apply it ? 


Cos. I fancy you have done that already, Sir. 


Come Counceller Crotcherhead, can't get you and your 


bireling Freebolders off now. 


C 2 "= * 


| 1 12 * 
; "Cu: T hinted to you before, Thomas, that 1 was 
guarded in this Point: But how came you by all 
this Law? | 


Cos. I'll ſatisfy you - preſenely, Sir. There? 8 N 


honeſt Attorney (poh, Sir, don't laugh; why you 
know there's an r to every general Rule) 
who lives in this Town, and tho? 12 has but one 
Eye, yer he can ſte as far as ſome, with a Pace hy 
what did this honeſt Chap do but print whole 


of theſe Oaths and Cautions, and (what is. el = 


found in the Gentlemen of that Profeſſion) purely to 


prevent any Proſecutions afterwards, and to guard 
the Freeholders againft the Poiſon of Bribery and 


Corruption. Now, Sir, ſneer if you can. Thus 1 


came by my Knowledge in the Law; and I am ob- 
liged to him, and ſo ought every Freeholder in the 
County, for the Caution he has given us not to be 


impoſed upon by a Pack of Cheats and Impoſtors, 
who would willingly make Merchandize of us. 
> . CU, You ſay this Act was made perpetual by Kin ng 
George II. This ſatisfies me. 

Con. Why, there 7 ah What makes you ſo 


awkward to Day, Sir? Suppoſe it had been done by 


| Queen Anne, would not that have ſatisfy'd you as 


well ? 


ſure you. 

Cos. Well! now you are convinc'd, I hope, that 
Perjury is puniſhable at Common Law. Now have 
at you in your own Way, Sir.—But I won't budge 

one Foot, till you tell me whether you are a Chrit- 
tian or not? 

Cur. Why can you aſk me ſuch a Queſtion, or 
make ſuch a doubt of me? 

Cos. Why, Sir, don't be ſtartled at it I pray: 
For I don't Row that I have ſeen above ten Men 
this Day paſs by my Shop, and Eight of them were 


Jews. 


Cu. Why, I like it better als it is, Thomas, I af. 
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Jews. Mou tho? I don't take you for one of * 


Tribes, yet I muſt plainly tell you, Sir, I don't half 
like this Affair of your tuo hired Voters. You don't 
ſeem to make many Bones of an Affair that makes 


my old Fleſh jremble. Oh! dear, I do but think 


how the: Poor Devils will be pelted. 
Cova. Don't let that diſturb you, Thomas. 
Con. Why there again; Is not that as bai as ever? 


Ods-blues! I don't think you have any Conſcience: 


Or if you have, tis a plaguy odd one. 
Cur. Come if you have a mind to give me 2 
Sermon in Divinity as you have done in Law, begin 


upon Conſcience, if you chooſe it. 


Cos. Why, Sir, I'don't think I ſhould be much 


at a Loſs as long as you was my Subject. Tis more 
properly your Buſineſs indeed; but when you Clergy 


make a Jeſt of your Profeſſion, and ſpeak nothing 
but ſmooth Things and Deceit; tis Time for every 
Mechanick to put on the Band, and you know, Sir, 
bad Tradeſmen have made pretty paſſable Biſhops.— 
Did you ever take Notice, Sir, 1 8 old Jeremiah 
ſays of the Prophets of Jeruſalem, that he had ſeen 


« a horrible 1 in them: They commit Adul- 


« tery and walk in Lies: They ſtrengthen the Hands 


of evil Doers and ſay unto every one that walketh 


« after the Imagination of his own Heart, no Evil 
“ ſhall come upon you.“ 


Cur. Come, let me have no more of your old 
Prophet's Sayings : You'll flatter yourſelf by and by 
that you can preach I fancy. 

Cos. Why, Sir, I muſt tell you I have ſo good 

an Opinion of his preſent Majeſty King George's Love 
for ruth, that if he had been here, when I defend- 


ed his Laws againſt your Corruption, and apply'd 
Scripture ſo patly to incline you to be better, he cer- 
tainly ae have ſaid, well done Cobler, lay aſide 


thy 


Maſter, you are too 
like them I muſt aſſure you plainly. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= 
thy Kitt, and I'll cloath thee in Lawn. — Don! t you 
think ſo now? _ 
Cour. Prithee don't be fond of thy Folly, or think 
his Majeſty would do ſo weak a Thing. 
Con. A weak Thing d'you call it? Why King 
James I. you know was a wiſe King, and if you 
ha'nt forgot your Hiſtory you muſt remember the 
Affair of his Knighting the Tinker; and pray where's 
the great Difference between a Cobler and a Tinker ? 
Cur. Why vey” Body knows James I. lov'd a 
F rolick. 
Cos. And pray why may*nt George II. love one I 
beſeech you, and make a Biſhop out of an old Tran- 
fater ! I dad! I begin to think I ſhall be a : Biſhop 
before you, Sir. 
| _ Cvs. I wiſh your old Bible don't ruin you, 
Thomas. 
Cos. My Bible ruin me, Sir? Why I thought you 
recommended the Bible above all Books. Pray, 
Sir, let me aſk you one civil Queſtion. Don't the 
Popiſn Folks abroad deny the common ane the 


Uſe of the Scriptures ? 
Cus. I muſt own to you, Thomas, that I am 


— ——— 2 


not very well acquainted with what they do abroad 54 
in Popiſh Countries; but I believe it has been done. , 
| * Coz. Why fol thought. What! I ſuppoſe they ( 
think: the reading the Bible will ruin them too! ] 
Well, Sir, I'm ſorry you Engliſʒ Whigs and the Ro- 1 
man Catholicks are fo much alike; you both agree, 
1 find, in one Doctrine; are both for putting out the 1 
| Peoples Eyes for fear they ſhould be too buſy with 
the Word of God. — I am woundedly afraid that, I; 
if ever that damnable Doctrine ſhould creep in- a 
to England, your Hands will be ſtain'd with the tc 
Guilr of it, y 
Cus. Don't ice that ſpoil your Stomach, Tho- j 
mas. . | | . . (a 


Con. 


18 } 
Cos: No, my Maſter, that ſhan't ' ſpoil mine, 


notwithſtanding you tell me my Story of the Hood 
*tother Day ſpoil'd yours for the Split- Crow Dinner. 


Now you put me in mind of it, Sir, I wanted to 


chatt with you a little about that ſame Story, becauſe 
I find it has made a confounded Noiſe. 
Cur. Too much for my Quiet, I aſſure, you, 


5 Thomas. And yet I have taken all poſſible Pains 


to ſuppreſs it. —I was in great Hopes you would 
have been as good as your Word, and brought that 


ſame Will (what d'ye call him) to my Chamber. 


Cos. Did not I tell you, Sir, what an odd Dog 
he was. I walked up to him according to my Pro- 
miſe : My Friend William (ſaid I) I am glad to ſee 


_ thee, and ſhook him heartily by the Hand. Tho- 
mas (ſaid he) and ſo am I you. 
promiſing Beginning I thought, Sir. 
what's the Meaning, ſaid I, that I never ſee you in 
Oxford, Vill? Why, ſaid he, I have little or no 
Buſineſs there, and fo I * at home to ſave Shoe- 
Leather, Thomas. 5 


This was a good 
Well! but 


Cur. Well! and how went you on next? 
_ Cos. Why, ſaid I, Vill, J have an Invitation to 


an honeſt Clergyman- 8 Chamber, for whom I now 


and then work, to ſpend an Evening with him at his 


College, and he begg'd me by all Means to bring a 
Friend along with me, and vow d we ſhould both 


be very welcome. 

Cur. Very well, Thomas, prithee g0 on; and 
what ſaid Will? 

Cos. Said! He look'd plaguy ſhy ; and, after a 
little demurring, Thomas, ſaid he, ] don't like ſome 
of your Oxford Clergy, I can tell you. I have been 


told that one of them has call'd me Rogue and Liar; 
you may gueſs upon what Account if you can: But 


Pl make it appear that Will Luberkin is as honeſt, 
(aye! ten Times honeſter) than he that abus'd him, 
and | 
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and call'd him ſuch Names. Thomas, thee knoweſt 
my Heart! tho* ragged, Pm honeft, and that's bet- 


ter than to be a Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing ; — that's 
enough, Thomas ! FL A 


Cos. Plaguy cruſty i- Faith! But, Sir, while I 
think on't, did you call him Rogue and Liar, &c ? 
Cur. Why, as you have ſhewi a good Inclina- 
tion to be my Friend in this Cafe, notwithſtanding 
our. claſhing a little about Elections, I muft own 
to you that I employ'd the Butler and two or three 
Scouts, who are under my Thumb, to rumour it 
abroad that I was determin'd to ſend every one to 
Jail, that ſhould report any ſuch Thing about me; 


and by this Means I was in hopes to have the Story 


| fathered upon ſome other Curate going the ſame 
May, and among the reſt I might ſay that Zuberkin 
(as he was the moſt material Evidence) was a Liar 
Kc. and that I would proſecute him. I thought 
this was a proper Method to be taken. —What now, 
Thomas, would you have adviſed me to have done ? 
| Cos. Done! the Duce is in the Dies ſure ! Why, 
by the very Steps you have taken, you are undone! 
Did not I tell you, when we were laſt together, that 
an innocent Man need be afraid of nothing : Now if 
you had only pretended to have been innocent, 
(which, as you are a Caſuiſt, you might have per- 
ſuaded yourſelf to be the next Thing to the being 
really ſo) by lying quiet, and deſpiſing all the Talk 
about it as Tittle-Tattle z every Body would have 
ſaid *tis impoſſible the Curate of —— Mould be the 
Man: He's quite ſedate and eaſy as an old. Shoe: 
Was he guilty, he'd be ruffled, and make a buſtle 
about it, and he'd be for ſtopping every Body's 
Mouth either by Promiſes or Threats, and thus 
the Nine Days Wonder would have been at an End. 
| | 535 


Cu. You found him in an ill Humour, Tho- 
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But this high feeding is the Devil! I wiſh you had 


never taſted their Veniſon Treats : Nothing's ſo great 


a Provocative; I tell you, my Maſter, I remem- 


ber a Saying of Dr. F—n's to a Patient of his, of 


the Cormorant Kind, that he could ſooner get a Hog- 


| ſhead of Wine out of his Guts than a hanch a Ve- 


niſon, or a Rump of Beef. 
what to do for you. 
CuR. Suppoſe I was to 80 myſelf to Luberkin, 


I'm quite at a Loſs 


and try to make Peace ? 


_ Cos. I am afraid you'll do no good with him. 
For tho? he is but in low Life, the Dog is throughly 
honeſt : No Money will tempt him' to tell a Lye of 


any one, nor to deny what he knows to be true : 


Had not you call'd his Honeſty in Queſtion, you 
might perhaps have ſtood a Chance to have prevaild 
with him to be Silent : But *tis all at an End. The 


very laſt Words he ſpoke to me, were that Ill prove 


every particular; I'll let the World know, and the 
Bh) too that I am no Rogue nor Liar; and, if 
I thought Mr. Juſtice A— of Oxford was Scholar 
enough to give me my Oath, I'd be with him To- 
morrow Morning, and ſwear to every Article of what 


T faid about it. And that's Poz, Thomas. 


Cy. I am afraid, Thomas, you work'd him into 
this Heat by ſome miſplac'd Word or other. You 
ſhould have ſaid, Villiam, ſuppoſe it had been 


* your own Caſe, and the Gentleman had ſeen you 


in the ſame Circumſtances, would not you have 


** endeayoured to have Silenced it as much as you 
could?“ 

Cos. You need not put Words into my Mouth, 
Sir; you have no Occaſion to hint to me what was 
neceſſary to be ſaid or done for you. I talk'd with 
him a whole Hour, and as much to the Purpoſe, 
tho” I ſay it thar ſhould not, as ever you did un a 

Sunday. 
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Sunday. But a Multitude of Words won't fill a 


Buſhel. I could not prevail with him even to be 
quiet : You have put him in ſuch a Heat by calling 


him Liar, that he foams at Mouth like a Furmety- 


Kettle. 
Cv. I did not intend to affront kim, I aſſure you, 
Thomas, by trying what 1 could do to ſtop the 


Rumour. *Tis natural for every Body, you know, 


to love a good Name, and if a Man ſhould trip 


'now and then! in Point of Character, and ſhould be 
diſcovered in it, who can blame him for trying to 


wipe off the Blemiſh ! 

Cos. To be ſure in that you are 1 Sir! But 
then as ſoon as any ſuch Thing happens to take 
Air, you ſhould have gone up at once to Will's 
Houſe, and ſaid Mr. Tuber bin, you know we are 
all Fleſh and Blood, I ſhall be obliged to you 


(as I know you can be a Witneſs againſt me in 
an Affair that is now juſt got abroad) if you'll 


ebe ſo kind as to look upon 1t as a human Frailty 


in me, and not divulge it to my Prejudice, which 


* can do you no Good” hon] durſt ſwear had 
ſuch an Application been made to him, that Will 
(who is very Good-natur*'d* till provoked) would 
have ſaid to you, Sir, as I love the Sport too well 
to ſpoil it, which you know I could have done, 

ſo J admire you for loving it, and not running into 
that beaſtly Practice that ſome have been guilty of, 
and glory in indeed. 

Cu. But this is all too late, and what to do now 
1 know not. 

Cos. Hold me til a little! J have a lucky 3 
come into my Pate that may help us out perhaps at 
this dead lift. 

. Cv. Dear Thomas, prithee do what thou can'ſt, 
if it be but to ſtop him from going to his Lordſhip 


or 
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or the little Juſtice, if poſſible: As for the Noiſe a- 
bout Town, that can be no more than it is; beſides 


PI endeayour to ſtop the Increaſe of that by Me- 


NACES. 
Cos, Don't you know Mr. Stonecaſtle the Maſon, 


a luſty, fat Man, as honeſt, good-natur'd, moral 
and inoffenſive a Man as ever lived: I fancy ſome- 
times he's employ'd at your College. 


Cv. I know who you mean nerſedtly well : But 


Pm told he's againſt the New Interest, and there- 


fore I'm not a fit Perſon to apply to him. — But 


what of him, Thomas. In what Manner I pray 


can he ſerve me ? 

Cos. Why, Sir, I'll tell you then. You mult 
know his Buſineſs calls him very often to the Quar- 
ries, where Vill works; and as he is a Man of fo 


— good Qualities, the Workmen there almoſt 


ip him. Now I heard Will once ſay that there 


was not a Man under the Copes of Heaven he ad- 


mir'd ſo much as his good Maſter Stonecaſtle : And 

I am very well aſſured that if you can make him 

youu Friend, you need not fear but Will proves 
tao. 

Cv. Ah! Thomas, not an 1 £4 forwarder than 
we were before? This confounded Election-Buſineſs 
is ftill in the Way. 

Cos. Ods-blues ! Sir, throw it aſide. You know 


the Old Intereſt muſt carry it Hand over Head; 


ſell your Freehold and make yourſelf whole, and 
don't be the Occaſion of two poor Raſcals ſtanding _ 
in the Pillory, and bringing the Curſes of their Fa- 
milies upon you for ever. 

Cu. I wiſh I could as ſoon do it, as you adviſe 


it: Tho” there is nothing in the Election, we are 


torc'd to make People believe ſo, to keep a Party 
*gaink another Time 1 in Spirits. 
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Cos. Upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, I'd hang 
myſelf in my Stirrup Leather, before I'd be engag'd 


any longer (if I was you) in ſuch a paultry, lying 


dirty Cauſe. Halt, no longer, Maſter, betwivt two 


Opinions; 3 There s the old Bible for you again, 


Sir! 
Cv. Don't talk to me of Bibles, Thomas, prithee 


now. I have ſwallow' d ſo many Obligations about 


this confounded Election that I am quite ſick at 


Heart, and yet I can't ou with them. What muſt 
I do? My Cale is intollerable, truly 


| Cos. Suppoſe, Sir, you was to apply to Dr. He, 


I think he's your Operator, I am told he has a Re- 
cipe that will clear up the fouleſt Character, and make 
it ſhine like Silver; and deſire him to give you one 
of thoſe quieting Draughts, which he takes himſelf 


every Time he Fibbs about the Election: And if he 


does not give you ſome Eaſe, apply to Dr. L 
lately come from the Univerſity of St. Anare, who 


has, (they ſay) a curious Naſtrum, tho* very nauſe- 


ous, which operates like a. ſtrong Emetick by Way 
of cleanſing, and if you take it conſtantly, and neg- 


lect all other Drugs, is the beſt Preſervative againſt 


any fetid Diſorders, which commonly attend the na- 
tural Pleaſures of Life. . 
Cu. Oh! Thomas, tis cruel to Auſult me thus, 


by your unſeaſonable Joking. I have one Thing 


more to ſay to you, if you'll promiſe to be ſerious. 

Cos. Why then, Sir, you _ command 88 
Slave. 

Cu. I am apprehenſive if I ſhould ſilence your 
F riend William, that other Mouths will one Day or 
Other be open'd upon me. Suppoſe the Girl herſelf 
ſhould ever make Juſtice Buſineſs of it. | 

Cop. Why then if that be likely to be the Caſe, 


you muſt not be Sting SY 3 and as you have a Purſe 


lodg'd 
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lodg'd with you to Support the New Intereſt, was it 


my own Caſe, I ſhould think I could never apply it 


more properly than in Supporting any Thing of the 


New Intereſt Breed. Carry her off in your Friend 


John B—s Poſt Chaiſe, and then who durſt ſay any 


Thing againſt you ? 
Cu. Come I need not do any Thing, till there's 
Occaſion for it; and as there is no Accuſation as yet, 
*twill be Fooliſh to begin it. 
Cos. Why, Maſter, if it ſhould ever come to that 
paſs, I think you'd better Marry her. She's hand- 


ſome and young my Friend Will Swears, and it you 
have a Mind to keep your Place in College with it, 


as many a one have done, ſend her to my Kinſwoman's 
Betty there, you know her, in the Country (ſhe'll 
be pure and handy you know) and ſhe may paſs for 


- one of Betty's Couſins from Worceſterſhire ; and this 
muſt ſtop all Accuſations of you. 


Cu. Oh! Thomas, what Pleaſure can I ever take 


& ye think in marrying a Harlot ? 


Cos. Oh dear! don't be too Squeamitſh ; is there 


any Pleaſure in making a Girl one? If ſo, why ſhould 


not you learn to be content to Keep her; come, Sir, 
this is no new Thing: It is become faſhionable of 
late PII aſſure you: You know his Grace the Duke 
of——did the ſame Thing, and I could tell you ſome 
'Squires, who have large Eſtates in this County, have 
lately become thus faſhionable. 

Cv. I wont take your Advice, Thomas, I'll een 
brazen it out, that I know nothing of the Matter; 
and I'll try if Money and Friends can't beat down all 


before it : and ſo my Friend injoyning you to Secrecy, 


Adieu. 
Cos. Maſter I heartily wiſh you better. (Alone) 
I gad! he's brought his Hog's to a fair Market. 
Now will he be fo Raſh and ſo Stingy, I'm ſure on't, 
: that 
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that if any more talk ſhould ariſe, he'll make it 

worſe. Oh! *tis a wrongheaded Creature, let him 
take his Chance ; this will not do for Thomas how- 


ever: Let me ſee my Maſter can't go to the 
Hall to Court to Day if theſe Shoes ben'eFore-piec'd, 
for he's no "others, 1 think he told me. 
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